Prophylactic internal iliac artery ligation at cesarean hysterectomy.
One hundred and eight preplanned cesarean hysterectomies have been evaluated in an effort to determine that advisability of prophylactic bilateral hypogastric artery ligation when there is anticipated heavy bleeding associated with surgery. The data indicates that prophylactic bilateral internal iliac artery ligation is of questionable value in reducing operative bleeding, which can be controlled by more conventional means. However, when used therapeutically, it may be a lifesaving operation. Familiarity with the procedure is necessary for all those performing operative obstetrics and gynecology.